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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 18-23 and 30-34 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

The indicated allowability of claims 1 8-23 and 30-34 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference to receiving weather reports. Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-23 and 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
anticipated by Zereski, Jr et al. (US 5,654,886) (Hereafter referred to as Zereski) in view 
of Kennedy et al. (US 4,812,825) (Hereafter referred to as Kennedy). 

Zereski teaches: 

Regarding claim 18, receiving natural phenomena data (outdoor information 
includes weather information and may include such additional information as ski reports, 
road conditions, traffic conditions and the like; column 3, lines 23-25) from a source 
(outdoor information sources include National Weather Service (NWS) data 10; column 
3, lines 26 and 27); 



Application/Control Number: 10/004,623 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2863 

transmitting the portion to at least one destination device (information is supplied 
to a presentation generator 20; column 3, lines 29 and 30); 

Regarding claim 19, receiving natural phenomena data occurs before receiving 
predetermined criteria for selecting natural phenomena data (data includes basic 
weather data as well as forecasts for different geographical regions. Images, such as 
radar images and cloud maps, may be obtained from WSI Corporation of Billerica, 
Mass. Ski reports may be obtained from Snow Country Reports of Woodstock, Vt. In a 
manner similar to that described above, the ski reports are electronically transmitted to 
the presentation generator 20. As noted above, additional sources of outdoor 
information may include road conditions for different geographical regions and 
traffic conditions in urban areas; column 4, lines 35-45); 

Regarding claim 20, before transmitting, receiving predetermined criteria 
identifying at least one destination device, and where transmitting further comprises 
encoding the portion compliant to the destination device medium capabilities, features, 
and functions (A presentation template is a description of a particular multimedia 
presentation that may be made available by the system, for example, on Internet. The 
presentation is reproduced at a user computer, which preferably has multimedia 
capabilities. A presentation typically includes graphics and text that appear on the 
display screen of the user computer. In addition, some of the presentations include 
audio, such as a meteorologist's oral weather forecast. The graphic information may 
occupy a single display screen or may be sufficiently long to require scrolling at the 
user computer; column 4, lines 53-62); 
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Regarding claim 21 , the predetermined criteria further describes at least one 
activity and the predetermined activity further comprises: at least one sensitivity to 
natural phenomena; a schedule of the at least one activity; and at least one geographic 
location of the at least one activity (As shown in FIG. 2, a data requester 40 acquires 
the text, images and audio that are needed to build a particular presentation. An asset 
assembler 42 uses the data provided by the requester 40 to fill in the presentation 
templates. An asset database 44 contains presentation templates, graphics, 
such as icons that appear on the presentations, and advertising. A presentation 
renderer 46 transforms the completed template into one or a series of image frames. 
When animation or audio is used, a video builder 48 compresses the series of image 
frames provided by the presentation renderer 46 into industry standard video file 
formats; column 5, lines 4-14); 

Regarding claim 22, the portion further comprises multimedia data (The 
presentation is reproduced at a user computer, which preferably has multimedia 
capabilities; column 4, lines 54-57); 
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Regarding claim 23, the destination device includes one or more devices 
selected from the group consisting of a telephone, a voicemail system, a pager, a 
multimedia-enabled computer, an email system, a computer display monitor, a personal 
digital assistant, and a personal communication system phone (a communication link to 
transmit the forecast information to the presentation generator 20 for storage and 
processing. (5) In an alternative method, meteorologists who do not have the 
specialized software described above can enter the weather forecast information into a 
computer capable of accessing the Internet. The information is electronically 
transmitted via e-mail to the presentation generator 20. (6) In yet another alternative, 
the meteorologist can complete a paper form that is sent by facsimile to the location of 
the presentation generator 20. Operators at the location of the presentation generator 
enter the required information into the presentation generator. The audio component of 
the meteorologist's forecast is handled by the meteorologist calling a voice mail 
facility at the presentation generator location. The audio message is captured 
and input to the presentation generator 20; column 4, lines 16-32); 

Regarding claim 30, computerized system for generating and distributing 
personalized natural phenomena information, comprising: a receiver of natural 
phenomena data (outdoor information includes weather information and may include 
such additional information as ski reports, road conditions, traffic conditions and the like; 
column 3, lines 23-25) from a source (outdoor information sources include National 
Weather Service (NWS) data 10; column 3, lines 26 and 27); 

a receiver of predetermined criteria for selection of natural phenomena data, 
wherein the predetermine criteria comprises personal preference data of a subscriber 
(images 12, such as radar maps and cloud images, meteorologist's forecasts 14 and ski 
reports 16; column 3, lines 27-29); 



Application/Control Number: 10/004,623 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2863 

a selector of the portion of the natural phenomena data based on the 
predetermined criteria, communicatively connected to the receiver of natural 
phenomena data and the receiver of predetermined criteria (meteorologist's forecasts 
14 are obtained from different meteorologists in different geographical regions and 
different cities. The meteorologists are preferably TV meteorologists that are known to 
the public in a particular region or city. As described below, each meteorologist's 
forecast is used to produce a highly informative multimedia localized weather forecast 
presentation that is made available on Internet and other on-line services; column 3, 
lines 48-55); 

at least one transmitter communicatively connected between the selector and at 
least one destination device (forecasts are preferably produced twice per day but may 
be produced several times per day and preferably are electronically transmitted 
to the presentation generator for conversion into a graphic format; column 3, 
lines 60-64); 
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Regarding claim 31 , a receiver of predetermined criteria of at least one 
destination device, communicatively coupled between the selector and the transmitter, 
and wherein the transmitter encodes the portion compliant to the capabilities, features, 
and functions of the destination device medium and transmits the encoded portion to 
the destination device (The presentation generator 20 comprises a computer system 
having a database for storing the outdoor information received from the various 
sources. In a preferred embodiment, the outdoor information from the various sources 
is electronically transmitted to the presentation generator 20 at specified intervals, such 
as twice daily, to insure that current outdoor information is available. The 
presentation generator 20 converts the outdoor information into one or more 
multimedia presentations that may be made available on Internet 22, on-line services 
24, such as CompuServe, Prodigy and America On-Line, interactive TV 26, and any 
other computer network or information transmission network. The multimedia 
presentations may include various combinations of graphics, text, animation and audio, 
that are reproduced by a user machine, such as a multimedia computer, a computer 
terminal or an interactive television; column 3, lines 30-44); 

Regarding claim 32, at least one sensitivity to natural phenomena (outdoor 
information from a plurality of sources is compiled by electronically transmitting the 
outdoor information from each of the sources to a presentation generator; column 2, 
lines 30-33); 

a schedule of the plurality of activities (Selected portions of the outdoor 
information are entered into a software presentation template representative of the 
presentation, and the completed presentation template is rendered into a digital 
representation of the presentation; column 2, lines 35-37 
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at least one geographic location associated with each of the plurality of activities 
(The presentation generator 20 comprises a computer system having a database for 
storing the outdoor information received from the various sources. In a preferred 
embodiment, the outdoor information from the various sources is electronically 
transmitted to the presentation generator 20 at specified intervals, such as twice daily, 
to insure that current outdoor information is available. The presentation generator 20 
converts the outdoor information into one or more multimedia presentations that may be 
made available on Internet 22, on-line services 24, such as CompuServe, Prodigy and 
America On-Line, interactive TV 26, and any other computer network or information 
transmission network. The multimedia presentations may include various combinations 
of graphics, text, animation and audio, that are reproduced by a user machine, such as 
a multimedia computer, a computer terminal or an interactive television; column 3, lines 
48-60); 

Regarding claim 33, the portion further comprises multimedia data (The 
presentation is reproduced at a user computer, which preferably has multimedia 
capabilities; column 4, lines 54-57); 



Application/Control Number: 10/004,623 
Art Unit: 2863 



Page 9 



And regarding claim 34, the destination device includes one or more devices 
selected from the group consisting of a telephone, a voicemail system, a pager, a 
multimedia-enabled computer, an email system, a computer display monitor, a personal 
digital assistant, and a personal communication system phone (a communication link to 
transmit the forecast information to the presentation generator 20 for storage and 
processing. (5) In an alternative method, meteorologists who do not have the 
specialized software described above can enter the weather forecast information into a 
computer capable of accessing the Internet. The information is electronically 
transmitted via e-mail to the presentation generator 20. (6) In yet another alternative, 
the meteorologist can complete a paper form that is sent by facsimile to the location of 
the presentation generator 20. Operators at the location of the presentation generator 
enter the required information into the presentation generator. The audio component of 
the meteorologist's forecast is handled by the meteorologist calling a voice mail 
facility at the presentation generator location. The audio message is captured 
and input to the presentation generator 20; column 4, lines 16-32). 

Zereski fails to fully teach, regarding claim 1 , receiving predetermined criteria for 
selecting natural phenomena data, wherein the predetermined criteria comprises 
information that describes personal preference data of a subscriber; selecting a portion 
of the natural phenomena data based on the predetermined criteria. 

Kennedy teaches, receiving predetermined criteria for selecting natural 
phenomena data, wherein the predetermined criteria comprises information that 
describes personal preference data of a subscriber; selecting a portion of the natural 
phenomena data based on the predetermined criteria (a receiver operable to receive an 
amplitude modulated electromagnetic signal produced by a tornado within the frequency 
range of 1 Mhz to 100 Mhz and operable to provide an activity signal dependent on the 
electromagnetic signal; column 2, lines 35-39). 
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Regarding claims 18-23 and 30-34, it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the instant invention to modify the teaching of Zereski of receiving 
natural phenomena data with the teaching of Kennedy of receiving an amplitude 
modulated signal because an amplitude modulated signal would have allowed a desired 
alarm level to be produced after attaining a predetermined level (Kennedy column 2, 
lines 45-48). 

Conclusion 

3 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas N. Washburn whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2284. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
6:30 AM -4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew A. Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-2312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



/Edward R. Cosimano/ 
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